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a foreigner domiciled in Poland stands under his national
personal law, and a Polish citizen living abroad has to obey the
laws which Poland applies to all her nationals as well
as the law of that Polish territory where he had his last
domicil, or in the absence of any former domicil, the laws
of the state capital. Such a system would be theoretically con-
ceivable for other composite countries. In the United States
especially, despite the fact that states constitute the territories
of private Jaw, the constitutional circumstances are somewhat
analogous, considering that state citizenship has become sub-
ordinate to federal nationality, the American system has been
determined, however, by other elements.
2. Political Considerations
An important role has been played not only by tradition but
also by political considerations which have influenced the law-
making agencies of the various countries, consciously as well
as unconsciously.
The unilateral rule of article 3, paragraph 3 of the French
Code, although reflecting traditions of the old coutumes,
represented the idea that a French citizen should enjoy the
achievements of the great Revolution wherever he might hap-
pen to be and that he should be bound everywhere by its laws
by virtue either of tacit agreement or simply by natural Jaw.
Mancini held the idea that, in contrast to the strict territorial-
ity of public law and public policy, the needs of an individual
were served best by rules of family, inheritance, and status
law of universal application; since the laws dealing with these
topics are the product of all those factors that determine a
people's national character, the laws of a person's national
community should be considered most suitable for him wher-
ever he may live. These notions of the French revolutionists
and of Mancini were widely discussed5 they appealed to the